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gravel or slivers.   If the bleeding is excessive, cold ^vater ^ may be thrown on the wound or a stream of water ix&tf^'* hose, if one is available.   After this the wound should be washed with any mild antiseptic solution.   If the bleeding still persists, a layer of absorbent cotton may be placed over the'wound to hasten coagulation or clotting of the blood.
Most torn wounds of this type become infected and discharge pus. On this account, sewing the wound is not practiced, as it might interfere with the free drainage of pus. Pus is not to be worried about, because most wounds of this character discharge what is commonly spoken of as "healthy pus." It is a creamy-yellow color and odorless. The "unhealthy" kind of pus is thick, blood-stained, and has a foul odor.
The best treatment is to keep the wound clean with frequent antiseptic washes and permit free drainage of pus. If the wound is high up on the animal, the pus may not drain out easily and may form pockets which burrow into the tissues. When this happens, a veterinarian will be necessary to operate and provide a new opening lower down for the pus to drain through. Wounds of this nature usually leave ugly scars.
Bruises
Bruises are wounds without a break in the skin, but the flesh underneath may be injured and bleed profusely, sometimes causing the formation of great blood-blisters. Any bruise is followed by a swelling which may be either slight or extensive, depending on the nature of the injury. The common causes of bruises are colliding with blunt objects, falls, kicks, and blows.
Small bruises are often left untreated and recover without any serious complications. Hot or cold packs or applications may be used to relieve the pain and aid in reducing the swelling if it is a simple bruise of the skin and underlying muscle. Jf the swelling is large, puffed, and appears